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PRIDE AT PARLIAMENT 
Statement 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.28 pm]: 
I congratulate Hon Robin Scott on St Andrew’s Day. If it helps, whenever I have inquired, I have been assured 
that nothing is worn under the kilt; everything is in perfect working order! 
The PRESIDENT: I do not think we need to go there. I think you should talk about what you were going to talk 
about. 
Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: The reason for my rising today, however, is to mention an event that was held at 
Parliament last night, being the annual Pride at Parliament attended by members of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, intersex, questioning community. This is the second year that I have had the pleasure of co-hosting 
with some of my parliamentary colleagues at that particular event. Last year it was held in the Parliamentary 
Library and Hon Steve Dawson, Hon Lynn MacLaren and I were the co-hosts. This year it was held in Aboriginal 
People’s Gallery and Hon Stephen Dawson and I were again co-hosts, but joined this year by Hon Alison Xamon. 
There were representatives of that community as well as from Pride Western Australia and other groups who 
attended, along with a number of ex-members and current members of Parliament. I am pleased that they made 
themselves available to drop by, joining the company there. The theme for PrideFest last year, and in a sense 
Pride at Parliament forms a conclusion for that event, was “Love Wins”. This year, the theme chosen by Pride WA 
was “Freedom: A celebration that we are all free to be who we are without fear of retribution”. It is worth reflecting 
that that is a very positive statement to express the view on the current position. Although I think that everyone 
acknowledges that acceptance of those in the LGBTIQ community has a way to go, I think it was a recognition 
that a great deal has been achieved over the last generation. In fact, it is worth reflecting that the first Pride Parade 
held in 1983 was not a celebration or even a sharing of LGBTIQ talent and culture, if you like, with the community 
as it is now; it was a protest march against discriminatory laws. Pride at Parliament itself is a significant mark of 
how far things have developed in that members of the community can gather at a social event in the house of the 
people without fear of shame, embarrassment or retribution. That demonstrates how far we have advanced over 
the last 30 years. 
Also, we have had introduced into the other place some legislation to expunge historical homosexual convictions, 
as they are called, which I foreshadowed towards the end of last year and towards which some foundation work 
had been done. I expect that legislation will come up for our consideration in due course. Although, of course, we 
will need to discharge our function to ensure that it meets the expectations being raised of it and will function 
appropriately, it is nevertheless an important step towards removing the shame of a criminal record for conduct 
committed in circumstances that would not now be charged. 

The other significant event, of course, since last year when the “Love Wins” theme set against the background of 
this, was a same-sex marriage debate. Although Senator Dean Smith from the Liberal Party was not able to be at 
last night’s event, albeit he was invited, there was someone representing him, one Suzette Morris who had been 
a Liberal “yes” campaigner during that particular campaign. 
I think the plebiscite, which has been much talked about and was very controversial, has ended up proving to be 
a positive event, despite extreme views that have been expressed on both sides of the argument by certain elements. 
Nevertheless, it revealed an enormous amount of support for same-sex marriage in the community, and the fear 
campaign that had been run so far by some suggesting that a plebiscite would split the community I do not think 
has been realised. In fact, if anything, there was a certain amount of positive message revealed about the Australian 
community’s preparedness to be inclusive—that is, notwithstanding that there are differences between people, 
a recognition that there are certain elements common to us. 
I acknowledge the passion and commitment and, indeed, the courage of those who engaged in the 1983 march. It 
would have taken enormous courage back in those days with the prevailing attitudes. I acknowledge the passion 
and commitment of those who attended last night’s event towards acceptance and understanding of same-sex 
relationships and the differences in sexual orientation. I hope that by continuing those events, members of 
Parliament and members of that community will continue to work together to eradicate prejudice and 
discrimination and its consequences from the community. I was very honoured last night when one of the guests 
presented me with his own rainbow badge. Mr Graham Lovelock and his partner were in attendance. I very proudly 
wear that badge today in commemoration of a very fine evening with great company, great collegiality and great 
spirit. I thank my fellow hosts, Hon Stephen Dawson and Hon Alison Xamon, for contributing to that event and 
trust that another will be held next year and well into the future. 
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